
Portugal 
Fully automated monthly filing of 
Standard Audit File for Tax 
Purposes for companies on SAP  
 
  

Background !
The SAF-T standard, originally created by the OECD, is 
intended to give tax authorities easy access to the relevant 
data in a readable format. This leads to much more efficient 
and effective tax inspections. !
In 2008, Portugal introduced the Standard Audit File for Tax 
Purposes (SAF-T) and it became obligatory for entities with 
head office or a permanent establishment liable to 
Corporate Income Tax. !
Since 2013, these entities are obliged to submit billing data 
and logistic information on a monthly basis to the tax 
authorities in a specific format. !
SAF-T and SAP !
That has caused problems for many companies. The 
amount of data is large, and the extraction too complicated 
for a monthly submission of SAF-T files. !
Within a SAP environment it is very complicated to correctly 
configure the monthly SAFT report for Portugal and it will 
take significant resources and time to get the standard SAP 
report up and running in line with Portuguese tax 
authority's requirements. !

Last year 2 changes were announced in the output 
specifications which require again changes in SAP. 
For example, have you already implemented the 
digital signature for the sales invoices in Portugal? !

The final SAP code, including the 60+ OSS notes, was quite 
big (30,000+ lines). For one company we have 
implemented our tool as a temporarily solution because the 
SAP own solution using the DART process would have 
taken 6 months to implement. !
Although SAP released a new version without this DART 
process, certain companies consider our solution still a 
better fit as it is expected that the Portuguese requirements 
might change regularly. We have been able to amend our 
solution to new requirements including testing within a 
week. The extra advantage is reducing scarce IT resource 
time and continue to meet requirements going forward. !
If you however decide to go for the SAP own solution the 
KEY Group could provide testing support to ensure that the 
outcome is in line with the Portuguese pre-defined data 
request. 

About our solution !
The KEY Group has created a standalone tool that is using 
the relevant data from the SAP tables by which the required 
output reports are created which will be transformed to a 
proper SAFT-PT XML file via Excel. In our most advanced 
version the tool runs automatically within ACL with the 
required XML file as output. !
How to use in practice? !
1. Outsourcing without any installation needed  

The client provides data to the KEY Group, we return 
SAFT-PT XML file and subsequently the client submits 
the data file to the tax authority. 

2. Insourcing via installation at company environment 
It is also possible to deliver the tool so it could be used 
in-house. The company’s employees are trained (easy to 
use) and no external data transfer is necessary. 
Requirement is that the company has an ACL license. 

3. Testing when SAP own solution is used 
During testing we will review whether the output is in 
line with the Portuguese pre-defined data request. !

Insourcing via installation: KEY Group's services overview  !
• Installation of our SAFT-PT XML tool 
• Definition of required source data from SAP and 

provide guidance and documentation for  
downloading the source data from SAP 

• Customize scripts to import all SAP source data and 
transform all source data into required output data  

• Test results and update/change the scripts to specific 
requirements/settings 

• Prepare the required SAFT-PT reports for submission to 
tax authority for the reporting month 

• Provide user training of the tool 
• For an agreed period we will update the scripts in case 

of any changes in the format of the SAFT-PT reports as 
published by the Portuguese tax authority. 

• Documentation of the tool will be provided
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